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el R
AIR. CREW REPORT ¥ ol

ISSING

Italy ~_____ Command or Air Force L5th AF
o o squadron A4i9th Bomb (H) .. .
D # 8, T8aly couselase to Blechhammer Gorgeny
] R s /i, Usmuany > Type of mission __,“,3?}“5_ ot s T oy gt
3. WSATHER CDNDT'IO‘JS A“'D VISIBILITY AT TIME OF CRASH OR WHEN LAST REPORTED: WCAW__.._

— o v ek s st .

u’l Gwe (a) Date 2 ﬂamngMmc .\,,u.sA : £l Niows poshlon A../OSE* ,Lo/ocs =3
(b) Specify whether: () Last sighted, ( ) Forced down, (X Seen to crash,
{ ) Last contacted by radio, ( ) No infcrmation.
5. AIRCRAFT (LOST) (Bmavac LOST) AS A RESULT OF: (Lheck one only)
( ) Enemy aircraft, | ) Enemy anti-aircraft, ¥ ) omuhng;no caught fire, and could not be ext __gz.u.sh«

6. AIRCRAFT: Type, model & series C Bel7@ _ AAF Serial Numver 44=0a06

7. NICKNAME OF AIRCRAFT _ None :

8. ENGINES: Type, m.de. & serleo R-].BJ)-W o ok, “AAF Serlal Numberbé%__s‘ffoo?f‘z / e Y
) SW=009367 (o AW& @,

9 INSTALLED WEAPONS: (Mnke, type anl serial mmber) “All M2 Flex, 50 cal.
®)... . Ld80k86 (©) LAB6Y2 () T8kl
(b) _.__.&M S i R RS u:_*__,ul'lmu-._._ﬁ_____,__
TR 1T Ly TR | MR . T C - AR SRR
@ A478576 . wy . MEOORS _ ... (). . MATTISY

10. PERSONNEL LISTED BELOW REPORTED AS: @) Betile Ceosualty, ( ) Nom-Batile Casualty.

11. NUMBER OF PERSONS ABOARD AIRCRAFT: Crew  AQ : Passengers Q _ ; Total 40 .
(I1f more than 12 persons aboard aircraft, use separate sheet,)

CREW FULL NAME (Last, first, initial) CURRENT NEXT GF KIN KELATIONSHIP
POSITION  RANK, SERIAL NUVBER STATUS ~ AND ADDRESS
oAT) Pilot Lo TLLIOTSON, EUGENE F, /WA, F)A_MIA Mr, Jobn F, Tiliotson (Father)
dst Lt, 0=-813610 841 Hamon, Danvaile, Illinols,

A2)Co-Pilot \' PIKKAART, ROBERT Le. ase— £2A MIA Mr, Peter Picaart (Father)

O-aMbre p-¢2572( . 2616 Kalance St., Iaiasosoo, ich,
aﬁnu.niﬁi%k STEPHEN H, 37 nnm

Mo Gragt (Father) _ _ °
V(W 68 Sunset Ave., ¢, New Jersey.
| ¢ 14) WILLIAM N, ona— RID Mrs, K Sc
" 20d Lt O-77245h mm%'('u ﬂj'lﬁwoﬂn«. Tindsor, ko

vmgym DAL, UMM He YT AGGET DA MEge Fears Buvh Pelsst (Mebhes)
M 510 Doucette St., Beaumont, Texas, :

JaEN (D) M KIA xmmxm.um (Mothew) ... . .

oagm Sgte l_'IWM

203 B, Sixth St
Mmg ﬁ&iﬂ m;m, MILBURN C, = m 14 MIA Mr, Lawrence G, Phillips iguthlri
_&;63592 E 2 304 Wucon Stl,utb?u » Alabama.
.,mm-e Gnlg 3 TRANE L, - KA MIA My, James R, Myers (Fa
Sgte. 99802 Humansville, Missouri.
- 4oTTail Gnrd GRIGG, JD, v~~~ RTD Mrs, Mary Ann Grigg (Mother) e
s b 0 Sabe 38591688 2. Box 232, Inola, Oklashoma,
ool P00\ NOEL, BOBERT Me P4 . RTD Mra. Peark Noel (Mother)
Gop t 35809045 : Mackville, Kentueky. .
(1 N AT N i Faf

e ; e o
an s % A\ .

12. IDENTIFY BELOW THOSE PERSONS WHO AME BELIEVED TO HAVE LAST KNOWLEDGE OF Al

AND CHECK APPROFRIATE (one only) COLUMN TO INDICATE BASIS FOR SAME: SAW
CONTACTED . LAST SAW FORCED
_ISAME IN‘_FULI. _,.-*-" RAN SERIAL No. BY RADIO S'CGRTED (FASH LANDING
() ___FFROUSON, WILLIAM 3 @Eng 112454 B ¢
m i %%n Jonl, 4 S\ 4269672 i A o T
el, Robert M, % 4

u.l!’ PERSONNEL ARE BELYE
¢ () Parachutes were used. ( )

Aielkenanay bRt ty Hiie e ¥ c rew members, but it
{ ) Other reasons (:pec”v) :

R o Y T T,

.18, ATTACH I'YEWlTNl:SS DESCRIS F- CRASH, FORCED LANDING, OR COTHIR JIRCUMSTANCES,

| 18. ATTACH A DESCRIPTION CF EXTELT OF SEARCH, IF PaNVeehbbh GE mbﬂwm\%.gsme
NUMBER OF OFFICER IN CHARGE CF SEARCH HERE. upis  and no-traces.

|
ey fiéidsures."(h) were saved, and twe (2) bodiss were fowid, but ffur {4
Incl l-Witnessses' Dat_§ Decaiver- Lk« f"ﬁ Ll

Statements, CONRIDRKPIL
Incl 2-8ketech, ESLIE W. HOLMAN, Lt. Col., Alr "¢
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HEAD UARTERS i ey
ugg BOMBARDRENT SUADRON ‘ (H) AAF
JUIST BOUBARDUSKT GROUP (H) AAF
AP0 520 UsS. ARUY (&/rms)

4 December 19;&1.

SUBJECT : Witnesses' Statements to Accompany Lissing Air Crew Report on

T0

A7C # L4=6186,
3 an Cfficer, 30ist Bombardment Group (H) AsF,

l. Jn campliance with ltr,, Hg., 301lst Bombardment Group, above

subject, dazed 19 May 1944, the following statements of thuse witnesses who
last saw A/C F L4=0186 on 2 December 1944 are submitted:

~

& " I was flying as Bombardier on the missing plane, u.fter about

an hour and a.half of flyving I noticed a str 11 of .
The bali turret gunner onungd orx‘tt. tﬁat t?hi un 1'-"2-9 :ngf:o”m.lm g£as,

Wie turrad back toward base and about fifteen (15) miles from the coast the
engine caught fire, The pilot gave the order to prepare to abandon ship, The
navigator and I put on our chutes and waited at door for order to bail out.
About shirty (30) seconds the order came and I opened the door and stepped
out of the plane, After my chute opened I looked back and counted four (4)
other shutes but then lost sight of plane, A few seconds later I again saw
the plane, which had just pulled out of a dive about 200 feet fram the water,
The number two engine was campletely gone and number one was either feathered
or stopped, A8 I watched it the plane climbed to about one thousand (1,000)
feet, and then dived straight down into the water, I checked my life vest
valves, and tried to unstrap my chute across the chest, but couldn't get it
unstrapped, I was working with my leg straps when I hit the water. I re-
leased the cylinders on my life vest and worked out of my chute, I was in the
wate:s about forty (40) minutes befare I was picked up by a boat of an Air-liea
Rescue wnits The coordinates where I last saw the plane hit the water are
420 5" Ne = 1bo Q0* B, ®

-

WILLIAX N, FERGUSON,
;'-'nd Ltl, Ai!‘ COI'PO,
Dombardier, 4L4=6186,

be " I was flying as Lngineer on tYe missing plane, The firsi
notice I had of anything wrong was when the ball turret man reported over
the interphéne that the number iwo engine was leaking gas, We tried to

LERLIUE LT WNELIF, Dubl TVUEAd nuv, wad owv lulv v fwmebivie sd hioeded bewh
toward base. At about the Yugosdavian coast the cylin'er temperature dropped
to zero, The engine caught fire behind the fire wall in front of the super=-
charger and then the pilot gave the order to bail outs After I left the plane
and my chute had opened I counted nine (9) chutes dropping toward the water,
The plan. continued toward the shore, then made a steep bank and circled.

It then climbed almost straight up before making & final dive into the water,
It explode.d upon contact with the watere It is my opinion that all but the
pilot got out of the plane, as I am sure I saw nine (9) chutes, including

ny owne I was picked up by an Lnglish cavette after about an hour in the

waters
e T/Sgt JOHN H, DE HART,
m 6289672, Engineer, 44=6186.

o=
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. -

Witnesses' Statements to Accampany Missing Air Crew Report on 4/C §
hi=6186; .(Comt'd)

A " I wes flying as ball turret gunner on the missing plane.
About ten mingtes off the coast I noticed gasoline caming out of the
nacelle of the number two enzine. The wheel was spinndng, throwing the
gas over the botbam of the wings, e flew about thirty (30) minutes over
Yugoslavia snd then turned back. I saw a black puff of smoke coame out
of the exhanst and then a ball of fire, and it was then that the engine
carght fire, I immediately called the pilot and told him the engine
was afire, and then came out of my turret, iihen the order came to bail
out I followed the tail gurner, Defere I left the plane it was full of
smoke, After I hit the water I had to cut myself free of my chute,
I was in the water a littls more than half an hour when I was picked wp
by aii escort vessel,"

-

Sgt ROBERT M. NGEL,
35809045, Ball Turret,

Fer the Commanding Cfficer: / y,.

1st Lt., A.ir(,CorpG,
Operaiions Officer,

Al

CONEPETL]
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